The Czech Republic

Prague

1. Can you start with a few basic geographical data?
2. If you wanted to inform your foreigner visitor about most important towns and places of interest, what would you tell him?
3. Population in the CR

4. Climate in our country

5. What do you know about Czech history?
6. Can you say something about the political system in the Czech Republic?
7. What do you know about the Czech economy?
8. Let’s talk about our capital - Prague.

History in brief

Places of interest

Shopping

THE CZECH REPUBLIC
PRAGUE

Geography
The Czech Republic – our native country – is situated in central Europe.

It is said that it lies in the heart of Europe.  The Czech Republic is an inland country.

Our republic has four neighbours. In the north it borders on Poland and in the south on Austria. The shortest border is with Slovakia in the east and the longest with Germany in the west. Our country has three parts:  Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia.

Our country’s borders are natural. They are formed by mountain ranges.

The border is lined by the Šumava Mountains and Bohemian Forest in the south-west, the Ore Mountains ( Krušné h.) in the north-west,  the Jizerské Mountains, the Giant Mountains ( Krkonoše)  and the Eagle ( Orlické) Mountains in the north. Ranges of Jeseníky and Beskydy are in the north-east. The highest mountain   is Sněžka  in the Giant Mountains which is 1 603 m  high.

The longest rivers are the Vltava, the Elbe and the Morava. Cascades of dams were built on the Vltava River which flows from the Šumava Mountains. The Elbe flows from the Giant Mountains.

South Bohemia is rich in ponds (for example Rožmberk).

Bohemia and Moravia are quite rich in mineral springs and spas – Karlovy Vary, Mariánské Lázně,Frant. Lázně, Kynžvart, Poděbrady etc.

There are many places of interest in our country and I would like to invite my foreigner visitor to see our region - South Bohemia…

Population

The Czech Republic has about 10 million inhabitants. The major nationalities living there are Czech and Moravian, but there are also minority groups such as the Slovaks, the Poles, the Gypsies,  the Russians, the Vietnamese.
Climate

Our republic has a continental climate, with four distinct seasons.

Czech history in brief :

· The country was settled by the Slavs in the 5th century

· First state form was founded temporarily  in 623 or 624 by Sámo

· First lasting state here was the Empire of Great Moravia in 9th century

· Přemyslid dynasty took control in 10th cent.

· Czech lands became Monarchy in 12th cent.

· During the reign of Charles IV. The Czech Kingdom became also the center of the Holy Roman Empire. Prague grew into one of the largest European cities of that era and was the center of education, architecture and arts. In 1348 Charles University was founded– the oldest one in Europe.

· Hussite movement was led by the reformation teaching of Master Jan Hus.

· Czech Kingdom got under the domination of Habsburks and stayed there until 1918 – 1618-1648 Thirty years war – after: destroying Czech language and culture. National Revieval  occurred from cca 1870.

· 1918 –the end of the WW I the foundation of Czechoslovakia, first president was T. G. Masaryk

· 1938 – 1945  the WW II Bohemia and Moravia was part of Nazi Germany as Protektorat Bohmen und Mahren

· 1948 Communists took control

· 1968 invasion of Soviet Army – normalisation

· 17th November 1989 the Velvet Revolution- defeat of Communistic regime

· 1st January 1993 Czechoslovakia was divided into two independent countries – Czech and Slovak Republic.

Political system The head of state is the President (currently V. Klaus), the executive power is in hands of the Prime Minister and his Cabinet. The legislative power belongs to the Parliament of two chambers – the Senate and the House of Commons. Main political parties are: Civil Democrats, Social Democrats, Union of Liberty, and Christian Democrats

Economy
Agriculture- Important is breeding of cattle (for milk and beef), pigs and poultry. Goats, sheep and horses are rare.

Agricultural plants: wheat, barley, hops, potatoes, fruit and vegetables are cultivated (grown) on farms.
Industry

Engineering, mining and chemical industry are very traditional. Quite common is also food and textile industry. Our republic is famous for its porcelain and glass. Main industrial zones are in Prague, Northern Bohemia and Northern Moravia.

PRAGUE
The capital of our republic - Prague which is called ´Golden  Prague´ or ´Prague of Hundred Towers´ is one of the most beautiful cities of the world. It is the administrative, economic and cultural centre of the state and the seat of the president. It is situated on both sides of the river Vltava and covers an area of almost 500 km2. It has 1, 2 million inhabitants.

Prague is not only an art treasure, but also one of the biggest industrial centres of our republic.

The whole city consists of 10 administrative districts.
There are three complementary forms of public transport in Prague : trams, buses and the faster one is the underground.

The best way to sightsee in the centre of Prague is to walk.

The historical centre is made up by the Old Town, the Lesser Town ( Malá Strana), the New Town,  Josefov ( the Jewish quarter), Hradčany and Vyšehrad.     

Most visitors begin their sightseeing at the Old Town Square. The most famous tourist attraction there is the astronomical clock on the Old Town Hall.

The square has also a monument to Jan Hus the Bohemian religious reformer. (The monument was unveiled in 1915 on the 500th anniversary of his burning  at the stake.)
Charles Bridge is one of the main   attractions of Prague. (This beautiful bridge is open for pedestrians only.) At both ends are towers, and the bridge is lined with statues. From it you can look at   Prague Castle  and St Vitus´s Cathedral.

Prague is today also business, financial and cultural centre.It can offer many theatre and musical performances. We can find the best theatres, galleries and museums there, such as : the National Theatre, Smetana Theatre,the Semafor…

The main shopping centre as well as entertainment centre of the city is Wenceslav Square with Vodičkova and Jindřišská street, and Na Příkopě and Národní avenue.

The large recreation centre is Stromovka, Kampa and many parks and gardens especially on the Petřín Hill.

Prague is for many foreign travellers the most beatiful city in Europe. They often say : words cannot describe Prague, it is the city you must see. 
History

A legend connects the foundation of Prague with Princess Libuše of the Přemyslid dynasty who prophesied the future glory of  Prague which „ would  touch the stars“. 

The oldest settlement of this area goes back to the Stone Age but the Slavs came to the Prague valley in the 6th century. In 14th century Prague became the imperial residence of Charles IV.and during his reign it flourished and grew. Charles IV. founded Charles University (1348) and the New Town, and promoted the construction of Charles Bridge and St.Vitus Cathedral. 

At the end of the 16th century Prague regained its cosmopolitan character again when it became the seat of Rudolph II., who invited artist and scientists there ( Tycho Brahe, Johannes Kepler). 

On 17th November ,1989, the Velvet Revolution began democratic changes in our society.

The whole process continued with the splitting of former federal Czechoslovakia into two independent states and thus, on 1st January 1993, Prague became the capital of the Czech Republic.

