18. Life and traditions in Great Britain, 

      London

1. Housing in Britain    ( bydlení)

 English people traditionally like to live in small houses, not in flats. Houses built before the First World War were very often arranged in long rows with no gaps between them. 

Modern houses are detached or semidetached, with gardens.

2. Leisure and private life

The English are great lovers of sports. They  like betting and gambling.

Three adults out of four practise, at least occasionally, some form of gambling. Much of it is on the results of sporting events. Betting on fottball matches through the fottball pools is widespread. In three-quarters of British homes somebody fills in fottball pools (= does the pools) once a week.A lot of money is stoked on horse racing .Betting on greyhound racing is also popular.

Much social contact takes place in people´s homes. On Sunday afternoons  many families have friends or relations in for tea. Middle and upper-class people tent to favour dinner parties and coctail parties. (At coctail parties, as everybody remains standing all the time, it is possible to have a great number of people in quite a small room.) After dinner people often play cards, usually bridge.

Most English people love gardens and this is probably reason why so many people prefer to live in houses rather than flats. At least every other family has some garden and there are about 20 million spare-time gardeners.The numerous flower shows and vegetable shows held in town and country are very popular.

The English are very fond of animals and therefore a lot of them keep pets (mainly dogs, cats and  budgies)

Many sports have their origin in Britain,that is why Britain is sometimes called the cradle of sports. Two types of rugby, modern game of hockey, cricket, darts, tennis and boxing were invented in Britain. Golf has its originin Scotland. The major sport events in Britain are: Wimbledon, The British Open Golf Championship, The Grand National ( the horse-race steeplechase)

3. Eating in Britain

(What do you know about British food? )

Eating out ( in restaurants) is very popular. There is a lot of different kinds of restaurants – French, Greek, Italian,  China and even British. Traditional British pubs serve surprisingly good meals at good prices.

The British love all kinds of  ´international´ food. The most popular is pizza. 

The British eat less meat and more fresh fruit and vegetables. A growing number of people are becoming vegetariens. Even children know about sugar-free sweets.That is the good news. But there is also some bad news. A lot of people work harder and have less  time and that´s why they are eating more and more fast food and doing less exercise.

LONDON

Is the capital and the largest city of England and Great Britain. 

L is situated in southeast on the river Thames.

It is the seat of central government and one of the world´s leading commercial and cultural centres.

L has a population  of  about 7 million.

 In spite of the fact that L  isn´t on the coast, it is the biggest port in the country because the Thames is deep enough for ships to go up the river.

The City of London

Is the oldest part of the town. It is the largest commercial centre of Europe. It has the greatest concentration of banks in the world. (the Bank of England, the London Stock Exchange, Corn Exchange, Loyds, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development)

The Tower of London

Was built by William the Conqueror  in the 11th century (1066).

It was a royal home, a prison, an execution site. Now it is a museum – tourists come to see large collections of weapons, the Crown Jewels, prison. 

The Tower is guarded by Yeomen Warders ( called Beefeaters) wearing the Tudor uniforms.

Ravens are the symbol of the Tower, the legend says that while the ravens are there the Kingdom will exist. 

Ceremony of the Keys – 700 hundred years old tradition is performed every night.

Tower Bridge

The bridge opens in the middle to let the ships pass up the river.

St. Paul´s Cathedral

Is the greatest  work of sir Christopher Wren.

It is the second largest church after St. Peter´s in Rome.

Important occasions took place there :  Sir Winston Churchill´s funeral

Wedding of  Prince Charles and Princess Diana

The City of Westminster

Is known as the centre of political and administrative life in GB

Visitors come to see the Houses of  Parliament on the left bank of the Thames.

Big Ben is the well known bell of the clock tower  of the Houses of Parliament. It was made in 1858 and called after Sir Benjamin Hall, one of the ministers, who was very tall and stout man called Big Ben by people.

Not far away from the House of Parliament there is another place of interest- 

Westminster Abbey

· the church where many English  kings and queens have been  crowned and  buried.

Buckingham Palace

Is the London home of the Queen. The changing of the guard at Buckingham  Palace is a very popular event.

London parks are very popular places to have a rest there. Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens, St´James´s Park, Green Park and the Regent´s Park are the largest.

We mustn´t forget to mention   London´s Museums. Lots of tourists come to see Madame Tussaud´s where wax figures of famous world politicians, actors, sportsmen and  musicians are on display.

