15. Education in English Speaking Countries

GREAT BRITAIN

What age do children in GB start school at?

All children and young people between the ages of 5 and 16 must get full-time education.

Different areas of Great Britain have different school systems.

3 and 4 year-old children go to playgroups or nursery schools or kindergartens.

They mostly play with some early learning.

Primary education is for children from 5/6 to 11.

Children go to Primary School. Infant schools are for children from 5 to 7, junior schools for children from 7 to 11.

Pupils learn basic reading, writing, arithmetic, art and so on.

Secondary Schools are for ages over 11.

These are comprehensive schools or grammar schools.

Pupils study wide range of subjects in arts and sciences and technical areas.

Most children go to state schools. These schools receive money direct from central government. 

Most state schools are comprehensive schools. A comprehensive school takes children of all abilities. Parents don’t have to pay for books and equipment.

There are a few grammar schools. They are also state schools, but they only take students who pass a competitive examination. Parents do not have to pay fees.

Grammar schools usually don’t have as many students as the big comprehensive schools.

About 7 per cent of children go to private schools. Parents have to pay fees. Public schools are very famous private schools such as Eton and Harrow.

Many of these are boarding schools where children live and sleep during the term.

Young people are expected to show respect for their teachers and obey school rules. Pupils who misbehave may be punished, e.g. by having to stay behind after school.

What subjects do pupils study at secondary school?

National Curriculum is the group of subjects that must be taught at schools: English, Maths, Science, Technology, History, Music, Art, PE, foreign language (at age 11-16)

and optional religious education or technical or vocational education. 

At ages 7, 11 and 14 children do standard assessment tests.

What’s the school-leaving age?
At 16 students take exams for the General Certificate of Secondary Education

· GCSE. This is the end of compulsory school.
Some students go on to study for A levels (Advanced level of the GCSE) in three or four subjects.

These exams taken at 18 are the standard for entrance to university.

More than a third of young people receive some form of post-school education.

Young people at the age of 18 and 19 enter full-time higher education courses at universities, colleges or polytechnics.

Those, who do not study at the universities, can be trained in nursing, law, and banking or in manufacturing or service industry.

AMERICAN SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

In the USA there is not a national system of education. Each of the 50 states has its own laws regulating education. 

All states want young people to attend school. Every child gets minimum 13 years of education free of charge. Education is different in various areas and covers curriculum in grades K to 12.

Elementary School – grades K to 8 or 6.

There pupils learn mathematics, language arts (reading, grammar, composition), science, history, geography, citizenship, economics, music, art, PE. In many elementary schools they have computer courses and second language teaching.

Secondary School – it generally means grades 9- 12. 

These grades are called “high school”. In many districts  it is divided into 

“junior high school” (7 – 9) and “senior high school” (10 – 12).

The goal of these studies is to get a high school diploma.

Marks in most US schools are  A (excellent)






B (above average)






C (satisfactory)






D (passing grade)






E (completely unsatisfactory)

About one third of high school graduates go on for some higher education.

It is important to have good school records, recommendation from high school

teachers and good score on the Scholastic Aptitude Tests =SAT  and to be successful in interviews at the university.

