AUSTRALIA

1. Where is Australia situated ?

Australia is the smallest continent with the lowest population density.

It is situated between the Pacific and tha Indian Oceans in the Southern Hemisphere.

It´s area is about 7 700 000 sq km. )seven million seven hundred thousand square kilometres

2. Can you describe the countryside in Australia ?

There are two great deserts in Australia: the Great Sandy Desert and the Great Victoria Desert.

Very strange rocks can be found there. – Most famous : Ayers Rock is the largest piece of rock in the world. It is 335 m high.

Australia has two big rivers : the Murray and the Darling

And three great lakes : Lake Eyre, Lake Torrens, Lake Gairdner

Mountains : the Australian Cordilleras are along the eastern coast of Australia ( and continue into Tasmania)

                    the New England Range

                    the Blue Mountains continue to the Australian Alps

In the Australian Alps there is the highest mountain of the whole continent – Mt. Kosciusco 2300 m high.

3. What do you know about the history of this country ?

Australia ( and New Zealand) were discovered by the Dutch in the 17th century. ( Abel Tasman).

Later Captain James Cook explored the coasts  of the islands and in 1770 landed in Botany Bay near Sydney.

The settlement of Australia began here in January 1788 ( the 26th). It was the arrival of about

1000 colonists from Britain.  750 of them were convicts. (=vězni)

The  day is  now  a public holiday.

The original inhabitants  are called aborigines. Most of them live under federal protection

In the Northern Territory. They live in government reserves and also in some cities.

They originaly lived as hunters using boomerangs for hunting. They understood and loved their land. But Europeans wanted it and to get it they persecuted the aborigines.
4. What´s the population of Australia ?
There are only 16 million inhabitants in Australia because large territories in the interior of the country are too dry to live in.

There are about 50 000 full aborigines and 150 000 part aborigines on the continent.

Sheep and cattle farmers live on isolated farms called „ stations „ in Australia. Their neighbours often live more than 100 miles away. They contact other people by means of radio and the Internet. 

5. What´s the climate in Australia like ?

Australia has many different kinds of climate: tropical in the north

                                                                          continental in the interior ( the Outback) = vnitrozemí

                                                                          sub-tropical or temperate in the rest of the continent.

The south east coast has warm summers and mild winters

The wet coast of eastern Australia is divided from the dry lands in the centre by the Great Dividing Range.

         6. What´s the political system in Australia like ?

Australia is an independent state within the British Commonwealth of nations.

The head of the state is the British Queen represented by the Governor – General.

Australia is a federal state consisting of 6 states and two territories.

1. Western Australia – Perth

2. Queensland            - Brisbane

3. New South Wales – Sydney
4. Victoria                 -Melbourne

5. South Australia     - Adelaide

6. Tasmania              - Hobart

1. Northern Territory  - Darwin

2. Australian Capital Territory – Canberra

The official name is the Commonwealth of Australia, it was established in 1901.

7. What´s the capital and other interesting cities ?

The capital city is Canberra. It is very nice and pleasant quiet city..

Sydney is the oldest, largest, most beautiful and most modern city. The last Summer Olympic Games

Took place there. Sydney is also the main port. It´s population is 3,7 million people.

Sydney is known by the Harbour Bridge, which provides the main link between the city and its northern suburbs. The famous Opera House  stands in the harbour.
8.What is Australia famous for ?
Australia is famous for its animals. The kangaroo cannot be seen anywhere else.

The koala is a tree-climbing mammal (=savec). Koala has thick grey fur, large ears and no tail. Koalas live in tree and eat leaves – eucalyptus.

The emu is a large bird that   runs well but cannot fly.

The platypus the world´s strangest animal . It has a bill and webbed feet like a duck it lays eggs  like a hen but it is a mammal.

9. Economy

Australia is a rich country. It belongs to the highly developed countries of the world.

Resources . Iron ore (= železná ruda), oil, natural gas, coal are found there. Australia is rich in gold, silver and other metals.

Agriculture is also very important. Australia is the greatest producer of  wool in the world. It is second biggest exporter of wheat.

Other exports : beef, mutton(= skopové maso) and minerals.

The USA and Japan are the leading trading partners.

Australian flag: is blue  with the British Union Jack in the upper left corner. There is a federal star and the stars of the Southern Cross in the blue field. 

