19. THE  USA

1. What do you know about the geography of the USA ?

The USA is a large country.

 The USA borders Canada in the North, Mexico in the South and two oceans, the Atlantic in the East and the Pacific in the West. It also includes Alaska in the North-West of the continent and Hawaii ( Hawaiian Islands) way out in the Pacific.

AREA  :

America covers an area of  9.3 million sq. km and has more than 250 million inhabitants.

The USA is the fourth largest country of the world after Russia, Canada and China.

LET´S HAVE A LOOK AT THE MAP :

Mountains

The highest mountains  are situated in the western part of the country. They are  the Rocky Mountains and Sierra Nevada. The Rocky Mountains rise to over 4 500 metres. The highest mountain in Sierra Nevada is Mt. Whitney  - 4 418 m. The highest   mountain in the USA is Mount  McKinley in the Alaska Range which is   6 194 m high.

In the east the Appalachian Mountains can be found.

Water

Niagara Falls and the five Great Lakes- Lake Ontario, Erie, Huron, Michigan and Superior – are situated on the south-eastern Canadian border.

The largest rivers are the Mississippi and the Missouri. The name Mississippi is of Indian origin  and means „ Great water  „. The Mississippi is the third longest river in the world, after Nill and Amazon.

The Colorado River is remarkable and famous for its canyons. The most famous is the Grand Canyon. It is 1 800 m deep and 350 km long.

Plains

 In the middle  of the USA are the Great Plains where mostly wheat and corn are grown.

Cotton and tobacco are the traditional crops of the southern states.

National parks


American  National Parks are visited by millions of people. The parks represent one of the finest examples of nature conservation in the world.

The first National Park was Yellowstone, founded in 1872, in state of Wyoming.

Another famous park is the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River located in the state of Arizona.

2. What are the climatic conditions in the USA ?

The USA has many different kinds of climate.

Some parts of the USA are in the temperate zone,

 the southern part lies in  the subtropical zone,

 in Florida there is a region that is purely tropical. 
In Alaska there is the arctic climate.

Death Valley in Califormia is about the hottest place on the earth in summer.

WEST: The Pacific Coast has pleasantly warm summers and mild winters. But in the south summers are hot and dry.

EAST: The Atlantic Coast is relatively cold occasionally with heavy snowfalls in winter but  summers may be hot and very humid.

3.  What´s the population of the USA ?

The USA population is about 250 million.

The Americans are often called „a nation of immigrants“ .

All nationalities and ethnic groups have made their contribution to America culture, education and science.

Around  80 per cent of inhabitants live in urban areas.

Now there are 79 per cent of white people, 12 per cent of blacks. The rest are Asian and Pacific islanders, Indians and Eskimos.

The main language spoken here is American English. Some ethnic minorities continue to use their mother tongues.

( American English is simpler in spelling and grammar. Some words have a different pronunciation. In vocabulary some American words are used instead of British ones.)

4. Which important cities in the USA  do you know and what are their characteristics ?

Washington D.C.  ( District of Columbia ), on the Potomac River, is the capital, named after the first American  president. It is the seat of the federal government. ( viz. otázka 20)

New York 

Is the largest city in the USA ( 7.5 million people)

It was founded by the Dutch as New Amsterdam in early 17th century. The town was renamed later after the duke of York who was to become King James II.

The heart of New York-Manhattan was built on a modern plan of numbered streets and avenues. Only few streets have names such as Broadway (with well-known places of entertainment) and Wall Street ( the centre of financial life).

The Manhattan skyline of skyscrapers and the statue of Liberty have traditionally been the first sight to fascinate visitors and immigrants who were arriving in the New York by sea.

The World Trade Center (The Twins) was the tallest skyscraper till September  11th, the day of the terrorist attack on the USA.

The United Nation has headquarters in New York.

Central Park, a large green area, is lovely in daytime but not safe at night.

Flushing Meadow is home to the US Open Tennis Tournament.

Madison Square Garden is a huge covered place for concerts and sporting events

Chicago ( Illinois) 

on the bank of Lake  Michigan   is an industrial giant with sizeable Czech and Slovak community.

Detroit (Michigan) – ( is famous for) -automobile industry

Los Angeles ( California) – the suburb of Hollywood, the world´s capital of the film industry.

San Francisco – the Golden Gate Bridge over a channel connecting San Francisco Bay  with the Pacific.

5. How many states does the USA consist of ?

The USA is a federal republic which consists of fifty states and the district of Columbia.

Each state is somewhat different from all the others : it has its own state government, laws, customs, education, taxes, traffic regulation.

The federal government is responsible only for matters concerning the country as a whole . foreign affairs, defence and finance.

