Tábor

I´d like to introduce the historical town Tábor to you.

Tábor was founded in 1420 by military religious groups called Hussites . They named themselves after the founder of the movement, Jan Hus. The Hussites loved the Bible and simplicity and hated rich decorations in churches and the selfish lifestyle of wealthy priests. 

The Hussites built the town as a fortress on a rocky hill surrounded by a river and a steam.

To protect the town completelly they made a double fortification of thick stone walls and created the first man –made water reservoir in Central Europe named Jordán, after the biblical river. 

The name of  the town also comes from the Bible. Tábor is a hill in Israel.

Quite a big part of the walls of fortifications survived until now. The Old Town has a labyrinth of narrow streets. The streets were built by the Hussites in a confusing design to help defend

 the city against invaders. The houses of the Old Town are mostly Renaissance. The Town Hall on the east side of Žižka Square is late Gothic building.

 In the centre of the Žižka  Square there is the Renaissance stone fountain. It symbolized the town´s right to a market. Close to the fountain there is the statue of the one-eyed charismatic military leader of the Hussite army. 

One of  the landmarks of Tábor is the Church of  the Transfiguration of Christ.

Underneath the historic old town there are underground corridors, one of the oldest in Europe, dating back to 1400. It took the Hussites using primitive instruments 100 years to build the undeground tunnels. They were first used as beer cellars and as a protection during fires and wars. Altogether they are 13 km long, of which 640 metres have been restored and can be visited. 

Tábor is also the site of the Museum of the Hussite Revolutionary Movement. Another museum in Kotnov Castle is devoted to Tábor´s history.

In 1961 the ancient centre of town was declared an urban reservation and in 1962 the Old Town was declared a national cultural monument.

Tábor is the economic, administrative and cultural centre of the region. It is an important road and railway junction between Prague and České Budějovice. Acording to the 1991 census it has over 36,300 inhabitants. New housing estates and supermarkets have been built  and old ones have been modernized. In the industrial area of Tábor – Sezimovo Ústí – Planá nad Lužnicí are chemical, metalworking, transport – vehicle , electronics, paper, clothing and food – processing plants.

