NEW YORK, WASHINGTON

ECONOMY OF THE USA

New York


is the largest city in the USA . The number of inhabitants is about 18 million.
It is sometimes called „ The Big Apple“.

It was founded by the Dutch as New Amsterdam in early 17th century.(1626) Indians sold Manhattan Island to the Dutch for 24$. The town became an English colony and was renamed  (1664) after the Duke of York who was to become King James II.


New York has five major parts: 1 Manhattan, 2 Queens, 3 the Bronx, 4 Staten Island, 5 Brooklyn. The black quarter Harlem is in northern part of Manhattan.


The heart of New York – Manhattan was built on a modern plan of numbered streets and avenues. Streets run east-west, avenues run north-south. Only few streets have names such as Broadway ( with well-known places of entertainment)  and Wall Street ( the centre of financial life).


The Statue of Liberty = the statue of a woman holding a torch on Liberty Island is a symbol of freedom. If you want to go to the Statue of Liberty you must take a boat from Manhattan Island. The Statue was a present from the people of France on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of American independence. 


The Manhattan skyline of skyscrapers and the Statue of Liberty have traditionally been the first sight to fascinate visitors and immigrants who were arriving in New York by sea.


After September 11th  2001  the place where the tallest skyscraper used to be – The World Trade Centre – is called „ Ground Zero „. The WTC was destroyed by hijacked planes. About 3 000 innocent people died .  The world has changed a lot since Sept. 11th, the war 

on terrorism started that day.


The United Nations has headquarters in New York.


Central Park, a large green area, is lovely in daytime but not safe at night.


Flushing Meadow is home to the US Open Tennis Tournament.


Madison Square Garden is a huge covered place for concerts and sporting events.

Washington D. C. (District of Columbia),

 on the Potomac River, is the capital, named after the first American president.

 It is the seat of the federal government.

Washington is a pleasantly designed town with many fine buildings, museums, monuments and other sights.

The  US Capitol (on Capitol Hill)  houses the parliament which is called the Congress. It consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

The White House, some two kilometres down Pennsylvania Avenue, has been the official residence of American presidents for almost two hundred years.

The State Department (ministry of foreign affairs) has a large complex of buildings not far away.


The Department of Defence has its headquarters, called the Pentagon because of its shape, on the other side of the Potomac. The Pentagon was also hit by another hijacked plane on Sept. 11th.


Arlington National Cemetery is in the same area. 

There are some well-known monuments here too, for example the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial and Thomas Jefferson Memorial honour the 1st,16th, and 3rd  president of the USA.

There is little industry in Washington and almost all pollution comes from car traffic, so the city is relatively clean. 


Washington is not part of a state; it is situated in a special territory called the District of Columbia.

ECONOMY OF THE USA

 In the 20th century America has become the world’s leading industrial, technological and agricultural country.


The prominent American industries are – automobile production, electrical and electronic engineering, chemicals and food production.

The leading American export is commercial aircraft. The leader is Boeing Airplane Company in Seattle, Washington.

Other exports: machinery, cars, chemicals, paper, textiles, software and film-media industry.


America is rich in both mineral and agricultural resources.


It is the biggest supplier of grains, dairy products, meat, vegetable oils and soya beens. Only 3% of the US population is involved in agriculture.


American scientific and technical achievements have had a strong influence on world’s progress.

