GREAT BRITAIN

1. Where is Great Britain situated ?

Of  which parts does Great Britain consist ?

Great Britain is situated in the British Isles.

It consists of three parts : England, Wales , Scotland

( Great Britain is the union of England,  Wales and Scotland.)

The United Kingdom = Great Britain + Nothern Ireland. 

The UK lies off the southwest coast of Europe and is divided from the Continent by the British Cannel, the Strai

ts of Dover and the North Sea.

The British Isles is the general name for the major island – Great Britain and Ireland, the Hebrides, the Orkneys, the Shetlands and many others. 

2.  What´s the area of this country ?

The overall area of GB is under 250 000 square kilometres.

3. Name the capital and other major cities

London is the capital and the largest city of England and Great Britain.

Other  towns : Birmingham, Leeds, Glasgow, Shefield, Liverpool, Bradford, Manchester, Edinburgh.

4. What do you know about the countryside in GB ?

Britain is a beautiful country with many places of interest and actractive countryside. 

British rivers are not very long, but deep. There is also a network of canals in GB.

Important ports are situated on the Thames – London, the Mersey – Liverpool, the Clyde – Glasgow.

The Severn is the longest  river. (354 km)

Large lakes are found in the Lake District in north-east England ( Lake Windermere), and

 in the Highlands of Scotland.

There are very few forests in Britain.

Mountains : The Scottish Highlands with Ben Nevis (1 343m)

                    The Cambrian Mountains with Snowdown in Wales

                    The  Pennines are called the Backbone of England

5. What  is the climate in Britain like ?

Britain has a temperate, humid climate. Its winters are mild and summers are not very hot. 

It rains a lot and that´s  why  the grass is greener than in Central Europe. 

The weather is very changeable.

6. What´s the population of Britain ?

Britain has a population of 58 million people. They have various origins and separate tradidions and cultures.

There is a very high population density, twice as high as in our country. Most people live in towns.

7.   What do you know about the political system of Britain ?

Britain is a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary democracy.

The king or queen is the head of state. 

The country is governed by Her Majesty´s Government formed of ministers  who are the leading members of the political party that has won the most recent elections. The Government is responsible to Parliament  which consists  of the House of Commons – there are 650 elected MPs ( Member of Parliament) and the House of Lords – consists of peers, peeresses and bishops who are representatives of the Church of England.

The British flag is called the Union Jack. The anthem  is God Save the Queen

8. Could you speak about the British economy ?

The British Economy

Britain is a member of the European Community and belongs to the G-7 ( Seven leading industrial countries)

Britain has an open economy. Its major economic activities are manufacturing and trade. The main exports are machinery, chemicals, clothing, cars and lorries, jet aircrafts, ships, drugs, arms, books and whisky.

Britain is very rich in coal. Large oil and gas fields have been found in the North Sea. Britain is now nearly self-sufficient in energy.

Industry

Britain  was the world´s first industrialized country. Its industry is highly developed. Main industries are heavy and light engineering, electrical and electronical engineering, aeroengines, shipbuilding, chemical industry, textile industry, fish processing factories and consumer goods.

Agriculture

GB has a very well- developed agricultural system. The main agricultural products are wheat, barley, oats, hay, potatoes, and sugar beets. The animals kept on British farms are cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry. Horse breeding is also important.

Breeding – pěstování, chov

SCOTLAND

1. Where is Scotland situated ?

Scotland is in the northern part of Great Britain

It is a separate land with its own history, its own political, religious and legal institutions.

It has its own capital city, Edinburgh. It even has its own language, Gaelic,  spoken now by only a few people in the islands. 
2. Tell a few words about  this part of the United Kingdom.

Most of Scots ( about 80 per cent  of the population) live in the southern half of the country called the Lowlands.

It is region of grassy hills and green valleys. The major Scottish cities are situated there. 

And there is nearly all Scotland´s industry. 

The northern part of  Scotland is called  the Highlands.
 Most visitors to Scotland go to the Highlands  because of the high mountains ( the highest is Ben Nevis -  1 343 m) and deep valleys, clean rivers and cold lakes. The countryside here is beautiful and  unspoiled . The Highlands are home to many rare birds  and animals like the golden eagle and the wildcat. They are found nowhere else in Britain. The Highlands is a lonely, wild and empty land. Only 2 per cent of the British population live there. There are few roads and of course very little work. So most of the young people  have to move south            to find a job. 
The two largest Scottish rivers are the Clyde and the Tweed.

            There are two well known lakes. Loch Ness in the north ( Everybody knows stories of a monster in Loch Ness.) The lake is about forty kilometres long and over one kilometre wide and has an average depth of 120 m. Water is dark (because of a lot of streams which pour water from the peaty soil of the hills into the loch.) It is not surprising that such water should produce legends.

            Loch Lomond is about  25 km away from Glasgow to the northwest. 

            The Border Country, which is separated from England by the Cheviot Hills, was the place

 of   many border wars.

3. What´s  the Scotland´s capital ?

Edinburgh is one of Europa´s most beautiful capitals. It is an ancient city, it was built on rocks. There is a 1000-year-old Royal castle in the town centre. 

Since 1999 Edinburgh has been the home of the Scottish Parliament. 

Every year is the Edinburgh International Festival of Music and Drama held there. 

4. What is the largest city in Scotland ?

Glasgow is Scotland´s largest city and the third largest in Britain. It is an important seaport. There are large docks and shipyards along the River Clyde.

There are also large steelworks. Glasgow with its satellite towns forms the huge industrial heart of the Lowlands. 

5. What do you know about the population in this country ?

       What are people in Scotland like ?

Scotland´s population  is about five million.

Scots  are said to be a serious, cautious(=opatrní),thrifty(=šetrní) people.

Well-known is the custom of wearing  kilts ie (id est=that is)  knee-length skirts worn by men. Tartan is a special criss-cross pattern. There are many different tartan patterns. Each Scottish family or a clan has its own tartan eg (exempli gratia=for example)  the MacDonald Tartan. 

( Mac = son of)

Another Scottish tradition is playing the bagpipes.Every town  in Scotland has its own bagpipe band.  (Bagpipe=dudy)

6. Is Scotland a rich country, what can you say about the industry and agriculture ?

Industry is heavily concentrated in the central part, particularly  in Glasgow – Britain´s largest shipbuilding  and engineering centre and in Edinburgh – engineering, printing, electronic equipment industries. Other major industries in the Central Lowlands area include the steel industry, electronics, motor car and commercial vehicle manufacturing. (= výroba)

The wool cloth and knitwear industries are well developed.

Agriculture is also very important . Large pastures in the Highlands and Islands are important for sheep breeding and cattle breeding.

Scotland is famous for its whisky distilleries, Scotch whisky is well-known export product.

